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"Understanding citizenship in "rights" terms, at
first glance, appears quite reasonable. Citizenship
is of fundamental importance to an individual, and
its loss can impose substantial harms. It is a
status people are willing to make great sacrifices
to obtain and defend. In modern constitutional
discourse, calling citizenship a "right" gives it
weight; it shifts the burden to the government to
come forward with compelling reasons for its
actions that abridge or deny citizenship"
(Alexander Aleinikoff, Theories of Loss of
Citizenship, 84 MICHIGAN L. REV 1471, 1484
(1986); Afroyim v. Rusk, 387 U.S. 253, 268
(1967)).
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